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2012 Lecturer’s Program — When He was President
The Open Road
Dwight D. “Ike” Eisenhower & the Interstate Highway System

Lecturer: As you know, my continued theme for the year is “I’d like to visit...” and
the theme for the State Lecturer’s contest is “When He was President”, so it seemed
appropriate to me to choose President Dwight David “Ike” Eisenhower and the
development of the Interstate Highway system.

Let’s sing “Over the River”, verse 3.

Lecturer: First, let’s have a little background: Today it is hard to imagine the lower
48 states not having an Interstate Highway System. But those over 50 can remember a
time before I-95 was here; indeed David Pianka can remember riding his bicycle from
North Stonington to Old Mystic on the new highway before it was opened to traffic!

Cindy: While we can still drive many places via scenic and narrower undivided
two lane roads, the interstate provides an additional, and usually quicker, option.
Businesses use it for shipping goods and services, people drive it on vacations, and it has
proved invaluable during natural disaster evacuations. Prior to the latter 1950’s, however,
road travel, especially cross-country, was much more limited. Travelers, abandoning
trains and horses in favor of the Model T and the lure of the open road, encountered
narrow, bumpy, unpaved, and poorly marked roads.

Lecturer: In 1923, North Stonington residents Gene and Ruby Parke Anderson
traveled across the United States on their honeymoon. They left North Stonington on
September 10, 1923 and arrived in California on November 2nd. It wasn’t much better in
1931 when Amy and Walter Pavis went from New Haven to Alhambra, California. The
entries in Ruby’s diary and Amy’s verse describe the travails of the open road. Let’s
look in on our intrepid travelers as they traverse the continent.

Skit: “Coast to Coast in a Buick”

Lecturer: Gene and Ruby and Amy and Walt were travelling on roads that were
essentially untouched by any cohesive plans in spite of earlier attempts to fix them. In
1919, the War Department had decided to send a convoy of 81 US Army vehicles and
280 officers and enlisted men across the United States to dramatize the need for better
main highways and continued federal aid to build them.

Cindy: The convoy, including staff cars, vans, two motorized kitchens, more than
a dozen motorcycles, a wrecker, a water truck, gasoline truck, caterpillar tractor, two
rolling machine shops, and a small Renault FT17 tank lashed to a flatbed trailer, left the
Ellipse south of the White House in Washington D.C. on July 7, 1919, and headed for



Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. From there, it followed the Lincoln Highway, the first road
across America. The lead truck bore a banner, "We're off to Frisco!"

Lecturer: Let’s sing “The Caissons go Rolling Along”

Lecturer: With motorcycle scouts leading the column to determine road conditions,
the convoy averaged 58 miles per day at a speed of six miles an hour, battling rain, mud,
heat, deserts, dust, quicksand, and mountains. Vehicles broke down from mud, quickens,
or when roads collapsed beneath them, or from choking dust. A truck sped out of control
down a Pennsylvania mountain. Vehicles tumbled into ditches and gullies. Tires shred,
brakes were worn down, and ignitions failed.

Cindy: When the convoy hit Wyoming, they discovered that the bridges were too
light for their heavy vehicles, and had to be replaced. Roads had to be constructed or
rebuilt. The engineers rebuilt or modified 62 bridges between Washington and San
Francisco.

On Labor Day, the convoy rolled into San Francisco in a massive parade,
having taken 62 days to traverse the nation. Despite 230 road accidents, the convoy
arrived in San Francisco only five days behind schedule.

Lecturer: A young Lt. Col. who had volunteered to make the trip as a Tank Corps
observer, “partly for a lark and partly to learn”, described the trip as “difficult, tiring, and
fun”. He was impressed by the difficulties of his "journey through darkest America”. He
observed firsthand the importance of roads in supplying and moving a modern army, the
difficulties of supply and maintenance, and the importance of coordination.

Lecturer: The aftermath of WWI, the Great Depression, and then World War II
further stymied efforts to improve roads. The young army officer who had participated in
the convoy was Dwight David Eisenhower. That experience on the Lincoln Highway,
plus his observations of the German autobahn network during World War II, convinced
him to support construction of the Interstate Highway System when he became President.
"The old convoy had started me thinking about good, two-lane highways, but Germany
had made me see the wisdom of broader ribbons across the land."

Let’s sing “This Land is Your Land”

Cindy: Ike’s "Grand Plan" for highways, announced in 1954, led to legislation
that created the Highway Trust Fund to accelerate construction of an interstate system.
The” Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways”, or as
it is more commonly called, “The Interstate Highway System”, was designed with a dual
purpose in mind: 1) to support automobiles and large trucks and 2) to support military
and civil defense operations, particularly troop movements . In the event of a ground
invasion by a foreign power, the U.S. Army would need good highways to be able to
transport troops across the country efficiently.



Lecturer: On June 29, 1956, $25 billion was earmarked for the project, to be made
available in fiscal years 1957 through 1969 for its construction to accommodate
anticipated traffic demand in 1975. The Federal share of costs would be 90 percent. Over
41,000 miles were planned, all with the following design standards: a minimum of 2
lanes in each direction; a 12 foot width for each lane; right paved shoulders of 10 feet in
width; and design speeds of 50 to 70 mph.

Cindy: Major routes have either one-digit or two-digit numbers. Auxiliary routes
traveling around a city have three-digit numbers. All north-south major routes are given
odd numbers. The odd number routes increase from west to east. Thus, I-5 runs along the
west coast and I-95 runs on the east coast. All east-west major routes have even numbers.
The even numbered routes increase from south to north. Thus, I-10 is in the south and I-
94 is in the north.

Lecturer: The Eisenhower Administration ended on January 20, 1961. By then,
10,440 miles or 25 percent of the 41,000-mile Interstate System had been opened to
traffic. This total included 2,264 miles of turnpikes, 3,041 miles that were adequate for
present traffic but needed additional work to meet full Interstate standards, and 5,135
miles needing only minor work to meet full standards. Over $10 billion had been
expended on the Interstates. The cross-country journey that took the convoy two months
in 1919 was cut down to two weeks.

Cindy: Travel time was not the only change brought about by the new Interstate
Highway System. Better highways were a boon to the automobile industry. Gone were
the days of the one style, one color Model T. Car manufacturers proliferated and there
was a style for every taste and every purpose. As travel conditions improved, people
expected their accommodations to improve also, and a booming motel/hotel industry
arose. Campground use receded for a time, until the RV industry blossomed from the
original basic “silver bullet” Airstream into the plush “home away from homes” of today.

Lecturer: Let’s see if you can match the advertising slogan with the manufacturer.
(Play match game)
Lecturer: Trucks were first used extensively by the military during World War I.

With the increase in construction of paved roads, trucking began to achieve a significant
foothold in the 1930s. During the late 1950s and 1960s, trucking was accelerated by the
construction of the Interstate Highway System.

Cindy: The Citizens' Band radio service originated in the United States as one of
several personal radio services regulated by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). These services began in 1945 to permit citizens a radio band for personal
communication (e.g., radio-controlled model airplanes and family and business
communications). Al Gross, inventor of the walkie-talkie, established the Citizen's Radio
Corporation during the late 1940s to manufacture Class B handhelds for the general
public.



Lecturer: During the 1960s, the service was popular among small businesses (e.g.,
electricians, plumbers, carpenters), truck drivers and radio hobbyists. By the late 1960s
advances in solid-state electronics allowed the weight, size, and cost of the radios to fall,
giving the public access to a communications medium previously only available to
specialists. CB clubs were formed; a CB slang language evolved alongside 10-codes,
similar to those used in emergency services.

(Cue music, “Convoy”)
Play CB lingo-game — Lecturer read rules and divide group into teams.

Cindy: Songs and movies about truck drivers were first popular in the 1940s, and
mythologized their wandering lifestyle in the 60s. Truck drivers were glorified as modern
day cowboys, outlaws, and rebels during the peak of trucker culture in the 1970s. The
use of CB radios in 1970s trucker films such as Smokey and the Bandit, popular novelty
songs such as C.W. McCall's "Convoy" and “Breaker 1-9”, and on television series such
as Movin' On and The Dukes of Hazzard established CB radio as a nationwide craze in
the USA in the mid- to late 1970s.

Lecturer: After the 1973 oil crisis the U.S. government imposed a nationwide 55
mph speed limit, and fuel shortages and rationing were widespread. CB radio was used
(especially by truckers) to locate service stations with better supplies of fuel, to notify
other drivers of speed traps, and to organize blockades and convoys in a 1974 strike
protesting the new speed limit and other trucking regulations. The radios were crucial for
independent truckers; many were paid by the mile, which meant their productivity was
impacted by the 55-mph speed limit.

Lecturer: As more and more people took to the roads driving safety became a topic
of concern and discussion. The November 1960 Connecticut State Grange Lecturer’s
Bulletin included a “safety number”: Tips on “How to Keep From Growing Old”. If you
would all read your “tip”, starting with the master:

(Cut aparts for audience members to read)

Lecturer: On the other hand, if you want to live to a ripe old age, use COMMON
SENSE when driving!

As we enjoy the use of these open roads however, we must remember to act
responsibly in that use. Driving irresponsibly such as speeding, or using cell phones or
being otherwise inattentive, or driving while intoxicated or on drugs is dangerous to
others as well as to ourselves. Throwing out trash or “littering” is sometimes dangerous,
and always unsightly.

Cindy: It didn’t take long after their construction for the highways to become a
repository for all sorts of things thrown out of windows. Over 51 billion pieces of litter
appear on US roadways each year. Tobacco products, mostly cigarette butts, are the most



littered item on U.S. roadways (38%). This is followed by paper (22%) and plastic
(19%). Most of the litter on roads and highways is caused by people. Research shows
that littering along roadways is generated by the following individual actions: Motorists
(52%), Pedestrians (22.8%), Improperly covered truck or cargo loads, including
collection vehicles (16.4%), Improperly secured containers, dumpsters, trash cans or
residential waste or recycling bins (1.5%).

Lecturer: States, cities and counties spend approximately $241 million dollars
annually for litter clean up. Debris may be carried by storm drains into local waterways,
with potential for serious environmental contamination.

While we can’t organize a cleanup day for the Eisenhower National
System of Interstate and Defense Highways, we can remember to keep our trash in our
cars until we get to our destination. And we can clean up our own street, road, avenue or
boulevard. Before the next meeting, take a walk from your house to your neighbor’s
house or farther if you can, pick up and dispose of the litter. Then tell us how much you
got. It will be interesting to see how much was collected.

In closing, the “Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of Interstate and
Defense Highways” has made it much easier to drive from coast to coast. It has made it
easier to transport goods from one part of the country to another. (After all, planes or
railroads will only get you so far — then vehicular traffic needs to take over.) It has made
it easier for families to reunite periodically when jobs have pulled them in different
directions. It has made it easier for us to vacation in different parts of our country and get
to know the people there and appreciate our differences and our similarities, as well as to
appreciate the beauty and majesty of our country’s natural resources.

Let us now close with a “Safety Highway Prayer” shared by Berlin Grange
in 1962, followed by “Sing Your Way Home”.

Chaplain: Please come and sit beside me, God.
I would Thy counsel feel;
Help me to obey Thy law of love
While I am at the wheel.

In every way help me respect
Those laws devised by man.

For they embrace the Golden Rule;
There is no better plan.

Amen.

Song: “Sing Your Way Home”

End program
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Skit — Coast to Coast in a Buick

Cast Needed:

Gene

Ruby

A “Walker” —to carry signs back and forth
Curtain puller

Props Needed:

Cardboard cutout “Tin Lizzie” (old-fashioned car, reminiscent of 1920’s)
Camp stool

Tarp & supporting poles

Sleeping bags

Table and fold-up chairs

Coffee pot, mugs, etc.

3 Newspapers, make headers “Indianapolis Tribune”, “Kansas City Times”, “Santa Fe
Daily”

“Diary” (I used “essay” book)

Sign “Time Passes”

Sign “California or Bust”

I inserted the appropriate sections of script in the newspaper and diary so that my cast
members didn’t need to memorize. Thus the program can be taken anywhere to be done.

Scene: Curtain closed; “Tin Lizzie” parked to one side at rear of stage; tarp
attached to top and across to “tent poles”. Camp stool, sleeping bags, folding table,
camp stove, coffee pot, etc. Man reading newspaper with ostentatious header
“Indianapolis Tribune”, woman seated, “writing in diary”.



Script

Walker: (comes to center curtain, slips to front carrying sign with silhouette of “tir
Lizzie” and words “California or Bust”; waits a moment, flips sign to “Time Passes”,
then leaves stage to stand in wings)

Curtain opens...

Gene: Sure is interesting reading a newspaper from these parts. I’ll have to get
one each place we stop if I can. What’s that you’re doing Ruby?

Ruby: I’'m just adding to the diary of our trip Gene. I started it before we left
North Stonington.

Gene: You don’t think we’ll remember this trip? I’'m pretty sure my backside
won’t forget some of those bumps!

Ruby: I know, but I bet by the time we have grandchildren to tell stories to, they
won’t believe what we say without something to back it up. Why, I remember some of
MY grandmother’s stories about forting up for Indian scares being down-right
unbelievable—til I read about it in the history books!

Gene: I guess so — maybe we should save these newspapers too, they don’t take
up too much space. Well, what’d you say about Richmond? That was some stretch of --
-(pause) — something!

Ruby: (lipping pages): “We followed the National Old Trails Highway
from ten or more miles out of Richmond to Richmond, we encountered some horrid road.
The turf grass was as high as the bottom of the car, in the middle of the road; and in some
places there had been large chip stones put on.

Walker: (Walk across stage holding sign “Time Passes” then wait in wings.)

Gene: Well, a stretch and a cup of coffee sure feel good tonight! What’d you
write about today?

Ruby: After being “righted” a few times on our way out of Indianapolis on the
National Old Trails Highway, we tho’t our troubles were over-but there was a detour out
of Terre Haute which was plain darnable . Rocks six inches out of the dirt, & oh! Such
humps as we drove into!

Gene: Are you sure you don’t want to use stronger language there?! I sure
would!
Ruby: Oh Gene!... Anyway, I continued: “Rain began to fall and the “New Hard

Road?, so highly spoken of, became as slippery as ice ever was or will be. We skidded up



& down a couple of hills & feared we’d be ditched at any second. Fortunately, we came
thru the four mile stretch of slippery mud safely-outside of some used-up nerves.”

Gene: Your nerves!? I was the one driving!!!
Walker: (Carry sign “Time Passes” back across stage then wait in wings.)
(Gene now holding “Kansas City Times” newspaper)

Ruby: Seems like all T write about are the roads! Today I wrote “The roads are
worse here (Oakley Kansas) because of some new loam having been put on recently. It is
almost impossible to get out of the one rut made by all the cars & generally in the middle
of the road. The road was hardly wider than the width of a car-and poor Lizzie made
such a grating, rasping, and grinding sound when the right wheel struck the side of the
road. Two men came along & helped push the car to a fairly straight position & we were
highly grateful to see Lizzie still willing to go along. At frequent intervals are deep
cavities, which in some instances extend for half-mile stretches.”

Gene: Yes, I've been trying to baby Lizzie along, but she’s drinking a right smart
amount of oil. Still, she ought to make the trip OK.

Walker: (Carry sign “Time Passes” back across stage then wait in wings.)
Gene: (holding “Santa Fe Daily”) Well, we made it! We’re in Santa Fe!
Ruby: Yes, well, we got here, but I'm not sure that was a road! In fact, in my

diary I said “ Late in the afternoon we came upon a detour over a cow path. Or as another
tourist said “The Santa Fe Trail was made by gold diggers-and they must have been
drunk!” It is impossible to describe the awfulness of this long detour-about 40 miles
long. We drove over all kinds of dirt & obstacles & sometimes feared that poor Lizzie
would fall apart in despair & disgust. Others got ditched and mired & had to be helped
out, (by friendly brother tourists).

Gene: Well, we’re here now, and whole... and just think... after a few days of
sight-seeing, we get to do it all over again in the other direction! (Rattle newspaper)
Hey, these people wrote a poem about their trip here...and it got published! Sounds like
they took the same trip we did!

Ruby: Let MK see... (fake newspaper)... mmmm.. hmmm..... (Pause)
ummm...hmmm... Oh my! I have to read you this part! (read aloud the Jollowing)

Sunday night found us in Denver Colorado

We were not alone, there was nine hundred or so.
The camp was equipt with everything fine
Everything you could imagine in a camp of its kind.
Free baths and a place your laundry to do






