2015 COMPLETE PROGRAM
CONTEST WINNERS
“What's Cooking?”
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1st Place
North Stonington Grange
Sue Pianka, Lecturer

“What’s Cookin’ in the Grange?”

North Stonington Grange #138
March 27, 2015



“What’s Cookin’”

2015 State Lecturer’s Contest
North Stonington Grange #138
“What’s Cookin’ in the Grange?”
March 27, 2015

Lecturer: The first thing that came to mind when the new lecturer’s contest
title was named was “food”, and close on its heels was “What’s Cookin’ in the
Grange”. Now the definition for the word “cooking” is “the practice or skill of
preparing food by combining, mixing, and heating ingredients.” And according to
the McGraw-Hill Dictionary of American Idioms and Phrasal Verbs. © 2002 by
The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., the phrase “What’s cooking” means
“something that you say in order to ask someone what is happening”. If there’s
one thing that most Granges and Grangers know, it’s food...... ... and most
Lecturers are quite adept at combining, mixing, and yes, even sometimes “heating”
the ingredients of their programs! So, the kernel of the idea was born. And then 1
ran across a song sheet [ had from a past summer Lecturer’s conference, with a
song whose various verses absolutely fit the bill! And so, my theme was complete!
Many thanks to Connie Fraser, Mohican Grange #1300, New York for her words
“We Will Spread the Word of Grange” to the tune of “She’ll Be Coming Round
the Mountain”. So, What’s Cooking at the Grange? As it turns out, lots of things!

Let’s start out by singing the first verse of her song............ You know the
tune!

All sing:  “We will spread the word of Grange throughout the land
We will tell our friends we think the Grange is grand
We'll invite them to a meeting,
We will all extend a greeting,
We will spread the word of Grange throughout the land.”

Lectarer: Isn’t this something we do all the time? You’ve probably been to a
Neighbor’s night, or hosted one... one Grange community reaching out to several
others to come and visit, and enjoy an informational program or a social visit, or a
combination of the two. How else do we spread the word?

Some Granges host blood drives, drawing in those who
volunteer this important life-saving resource.




Many honor Community Citizens, recognizing those in their
communities who clearly demonstrate the principles the Grange holds so dearly.

Still others participate by entering a float in their local
Community Memorial Day Parades.

Lecturer:  Lecturers often invite the community to hear guest speakers, for fun
and/or knowledge. In our Grange, for example, we have had a physical therapist
show seniors some easy exercises that can help their stability and keep them
independent, and a speaker from the Alzheimer’s foundation to help us recognize
symptoms and learn where helpful resources are. We’ve had a Grucci fireworks
specialist who had a beautiful power point presentation showing how fireworks are
set up as well as the results we all enjoy; we’ve had sled dog demos, guide dog
demos, and even Police dog training. We’ve had speakers from the Agricultural
Experiment station come and help us with infectious plant diseases, invasive plant
species, and certain invasive bugs. There are numerous others, and many Lecturers
choose speakers on topics their communities have an interest in.

But, that’s not all we have cooking!
Let’s all sing the second verse of her song...

All sing:  We are working for the family all the year.
We are working ‘cause the family is so dear.
We are working, we are perking,
Not a one of us is shirking,
We are working for the family all the year.

Lecturer: Family. One of the basic foundations of our order. How do we
Grangers help and include the family?

Many create Memory books for Foster kids.

Those of us who are crafty knit and crochet mittens and hats for
kids in school who may be in need of one, and lap blankets for the elderly or
disabled, and/or hats for newborns in hospitals.

Some have helped with the United Way Diaper project; another
taught children to fish! Some hold activities for the elderly.




Lecturer: Others sponsor Little League, Boy Scouts, Girl scouts, drug and
alcohol-free graduation parties, and other youth activities. And some sponsor and
participate in Junior Granges.

Apple, Peaches, Pumpkin Pie Song and Skit

Lecturer:  Her third verse brings us into another staple of Grange life — the
contests! Let’s now sing the third verse...

All sing:  There are contests to be entered all the year.
We will enter them without a bit of fear.
Toys and goodies, quilts and sewing,
We will make a pretty showing,
There are contests to be entered all the year.

Lecturer: This verse pretty much says it all. Many of us have entered quilts,
rugs, articles of clothing, crocheted and knitted items of all kinds, hand crafts such
as carvings, paintings, and photographs into competition, for the subordinate,
Pomona, State, and yes, sometimes even National Grange contests! Baking
contests are always popular too.

Let’s not forget all those Granges that hold Fairs — with all of
their contests. Who can grow the biggest peas? The earliest potatoes? Who can
pound in a nail the quickest? Or “soup up™ a tractor to pull the most?

Grow the best flowers? Make the prettiest arrangements?
Raise the oxen, or ponies, or horse teams to pull the best?

Lecturer: Since the Grange Fair is for the whole community, not just Grange
members — it is a great way to reach out to all! I thought since we were talking
about contests, this would be a good place to have our own little contest. Subject
matter...food. Game...Pictionary. First let’s go over the Rules:

We’ll divide into two teams. Each team member will take turns going up to
draw. They will select their own clue. Iwill flip the timer over and then you begin
drawing clues. Teammates can guess continuously during the 1-minute drawing
time. While it is normally against the rules to do the following, you MAY point to
an ear to indicate it “sounds like” something, and you may draw lines to indicate
how many words the correct answer is. The following rules WILL apply:



Cheree: Well, once we went to the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center and
helped pack up Thanksgiving baskets; and once we raked Mrs. Olson’s leaves.

Bobby: That sounds like a lot of work.....

Cheree: Yeah, but it wasn’t bad — there were lots of us — and when we were
done, she was so happy, she gave us all hot chocolate and cookies!

Bobby: I like hot chocolate and cookies...

Cheree:  Sometimes we make things.

Bobby: Things?

Cheree:  Well, like Christmas ornaments, or cards for the people in the nursing
homes; sometimes decorations for our house — there’s all kinds of stuff to do. We
even had a sleep-in and stayed at the Grange ALL NIGHT! We had pizza for
supper and crafts and movies and donuts and muffins for breakfast.

Bobby: [ like pizza — and donuts too!

Cheree:  The food is good — but I like the fun I have with all my friends.

Bobby: Fun 1s good too... can I join Junior Grange?

Cheree: Sure Bobby. Ibet if you ask your mother she’d say yes — and I bet my
mom would take you too! Let’s go ask!... (exif stage right — through door curtain)

Bobby: (from offstage) Are there other boys? Maybe I should ask Jason. ..

(Curtain closes)



It's against the rules to communicate with teammates other than drawing
clues.

The player who is drawing also cannot use numbers, letters or the "#"
symbol in drawings.

1f you wish to locate something on the paper or cross something out, you

may use an “X” as long as it is not used as a letter.

Spelling does not matter...for example, you can draw a “chute” even when

you mean “shoot”

If your team gets the correct answer before the timer is done, you get a point.
When the timer is done, your turn is over. The opposing team can make a guess
and steal the point if they answer correctly. Either way, it switches to them. On
your next turn, the next person becomes the drawer.

Play game “Food Pictionary”

Lecturer: Connie’s fourth verse paraphrases our master’s charge to us in closing
the Grange: “Let us be quiet, peaceful citizens, feeding the hungry, helping the
fatherless and the widows...” Let’s sing it now.

All sing:  We will all go help the homeless all the year,
Feed the hungry, help the children all the year
We will keep them warm and healthy
Til they 're back to work and wealthy,
We will all go help the homeless all the year.

Lecturer:  This 1s something we all excel at.

We donate to local food banks and shelters; we give
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter baskets to help those less fortunate enjoy a
holiday meal. We donate to help families with gifts and other needed items at
Christmas time.

We extend outward a bit more with one of the Lecturer’s
requirements also — “A Word From Home”, where many Grangers write to
servicemen to let them know we are thinking of them and how much their service
1s appreciated.




Lecturer: We also shipped countless (yes, countless...they’re sent by the
pound!) coupons to overseas army personnel to help ease their budgets a little.
And finally, let’s sing Connie’s fifth verse. ..

All sing:  We will each reach out to someone we don’t know.
We will find a way to make our friendship show.
We will now befriend a neighbor,
We will help him with his labor,
We will each reach out to someone we don’t know.

Lecturer: You could call this our “catch-all” verse. There are many other ways
our Grangers help in our communities.

Some have helped at a nature center; others by donating seed
potatoes to a Vo-Ag school; others by cleaning grave markers, or decorating graves
with flags for Memorial Day.

Still others have helped elderly or disabled homeowners with
lawn cleanup and minor repairs. We have had fundraiser cookouts to help a
neighbor displaced by fire and a child who needed a lung transplant.

Lecturer: How do YOU reach out to someone new? Well, Hank Williams put it
in a song “Hey, Good Lookin’!”

Nancy sings: “Hey, good lookin’, what cha got cookin’?
How’s about cookin somethin’ up with me?
Hey, sweet baby, don’t you think maybe,
We could find us a brand new recipe?”

Lecturer: [ don’t know about a “brand new recipe”, but let’s see how well you
might know what you are eating. Let’s play “Name that Recipe™; It’s similar to
“Name that Tune”, except instead of saying you can name a tune in 5, or 4, or
whatever notes, you will say you can name that recipe in 5 or 4 or whatever
INGREDIENTS!

Play game: Name that Recipe
Lecturer: Yes indeed, we have lots of things cooking at the Grange. But let’s

not stop here. If we extend ourselves further into our communities and encourage
others to give us ideas as to where we can help and to join in our projects we will



discover fresh new “recipes” for cookin™ in the Grange. Let’s give ourselves a
little encouragement by repeating the first verse of Connie’s song:

All sing: “We will spread the word of Grange throughout the land
| We will tell our friends we think the Grange is grand
We’ll invite them fo a meeting,
We will all extend a greeting,
We will spread the word of Grange throughout the land.”

(End of program)



Skit: Apple, Peaches, Pumpkin Pie - Junior Grange

(Curtain closed; 4 players needed, 3 on stage as children, one offstage as
“Mother”. Also one person to open and close curtains. If stage could be
decorated as “out of doors” it would be nice, but is not necessary...) One (Jason)
is facing the wall at the left side of the stage, face in crook of elbow, counting while
others (Robert and Cheree) are “running and hiding” ... )

Nancy: Sing “Apple, Peaches, Pumpkin Pie” as an intro...
Apple, peaches, pumpkin pie, who’s afraid to holler 1?,
That’s a game we used to play, hide and seek was its name. ..
Oh, ready or not, here I come, gee that used to be such fun.

I always need to find a hiding place
Well, I'm one step behind you, but still I can’t find you
Ready or not, here I come, gee, that used to be such fun,

(and repeat and fade)

Ready or not, here I come, gee, that used to be such fun....

(Curtain opens)

Jason: “90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100. Ready or not, here I
come!” (Start “looking” for hideaways)

Frances:  (F'rom off stage, come to “curtain door” and call:) Cheree, come on
in now; you need to have your snack and get ready to go.

Cheree: (Pops up from hiding place) ’'m done Bobby, gotta go!

Bobby: Why?!! We were winning. Jason would never have found you!
Cheree:  I’ve got to go to Junior Grange! We have a really good time there.
We learn stuff, and have fun doing it! This week we have a field trip to the Sugar
Shack — to see how they make maple syrup! I just love it on pancakes!

Bobby: Hey! I like pancakes too! What else do you do?

Cheree: ~ Well, we have some meetings where we help people.

Bobby: Help people? Like how? What can kids do?






